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* OV ENGLISIN LANGUAGE IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDE

Dr. Padmavat Nirmala S.

ASSIStant Profescor Eral: - '
ofessor, English Department & [QAC Coordinator, Nutan Mahavidyalya, Selu

ABSTRACT

India is not ;
. mere q !(” , - N . — ; o Kby ;
i confined to it's geographical boundary but it is beyvond a system of polity and

';;’;;;;m:”ﬂ(j : I;I”;". b :."i’f!“'ﬁ" fflifl.r.t";]/'(.'uhm'av. _/fm’.{}' {uinalgfmmrcd and erfjhffd as a :m_t.r'm: wirh' Rty in diw*{:wry.
| critage of civilisations. These civilizations have had inclusive social practices and profound
””f”_ccm al authori Iv. India was once upon a time recognised as “Jagadguru’ meaning teacher, preacher and
guiding phil osopher to whole world. Education was the ?m*c ('(HHﬁ{‘f(‘!;Cj' most of the /’(’f*;f)f e known. Such people
were S}J!ﬁ'e{m’ over the land. They were revered as “sadhak” meaning practitioners aiming at perfection in the
art of living. Using various languages since the evolution of the civilisation, they had been sharing their
k”"“’k’dgﬁ’ i various Jaculties of Science, Arts and social ﬁrr:.uftfc:; as well. Most dominant language used in
such transfer of knowledge has been Sanskrit but sue to frequent invasions the language came nearing
extinction thus the dimensions of education. With advent Qf British rule over modern India, the English
Language was introduced as a dominating language and attained irreversible position in the system. The fact
remains that English language has secured a place in global communication which cannot change in
times to come unless there is sone unexpected turn. Hence current work focus on the importance of English
language teaching in India at higher level of education. :

Kevwords: Higher Education, Communication Skill, English, global, etc.
m

INTRODUCTION

Education 1s described as a process in which people share their knowledge and attitude with others and others
learn or acquire more than knowledge. Tt can be in form of values, beliefs, skills, behaviour or even habits.
Trow, Martin (1973) stated importance of education in current cra as, “Since World War 11, developed and
many developing countries have increased the participation of the age group who mostly studies higher
education from the elite rate, of up to I5 per cent, to the mass rate of 16 to 50 percent”

[t can be surely connected with communication where one’s ideas, information, thoughts, opinions, are to be
shared, exchanged or passced on. True that the communication can be supported by non-verbal techniques and
methods but what matters most 1s use of language. A language mostly used will always be reachable to masses
and hence there is immense importance of selecting such a language. By the virtue of bemg native language of
UK which has dominated the world m the pre-mdustral revolution era and subsequently of USA which has
been hub of all modern developments worldwide, English enjoys the privilege of being second most popular
language which 1s spoken by 865 mullion people all over the world, where 360 million are native English
speakers.
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sruction in English.

Enelish attauned the
other Indian Y
admimistration.
laingeu;

respect as language of prestige, and succeeded in completely replacine Persian and the
guages. Since 1928 English has been regarded and used as the languace of the ¢hite, of the
| and of journalism. English is sl popular language i India and is an additional ofticial
L Tor government work along with Hhindi, The language in ity ortgmality was broucht in by the Britsh
but as usual it has adopted many words from the subcontinent
has taken 2 new torm i India which 1S known
reton and also m the elobal context where Ind
natn e Indian words i« thal

as token
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There as a sienificant inerease in number of Fnglish speaking
apparently mcereased. Although there is lot of awareness bemng created tor tunchioning in local
mpact 1s not as per expectations. Overall the picture is indicative of growing popul
irreversible changes in the intellectual thought process.

OBJECTIVES OF TEACHING ENGLISH IN INDIA -

Teachmg ofany language generally aims at developing, in the learner,
cnables ‘ililll or her to use such language skills in real life situations Thus, 1t s HECENSINY 1o impart enouvh
pracuce o learners an hstening, speaking, reading and writing- the four basic shills caaentid o acqguire o
language. This can be considered as the primary objective of Leaching Euglish in India,

people v India and over the vears the trend has

1euaves but the
anty of the language and

the required commumicanon sKills, which
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linguagp tuage s most desirable for all the established mstitutions to have pupils comfortable with the
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scarch m all faculties i also subjected to Enghsh laneuage only. spectally m India where despite many

f'f‘“"?l‘“ o keep Sanskrit alive, which has most of the ancient reference material and seriptures. kven i Sanskrit
1N lclcrlm! dh source of much nich knowledge, the use is hmited to imterpretation only. The rc::cilfCll' g
RpOsure m academic pIvots of the world. This again calls for Enghish as the medum ol communication.

The basic purpose
o1 the mankind.
Hum

of cducation is to make people capable of facing the situations i hite clfectively l‘tjr th?Cm
This purpose 1s only served it proper engagement for a suitable worktorce 1s provided. The
I resources scenc an the country s also looking at a job ready manpower. For this reason all corporates,
business houses and also orgamsations of” public seclor or undertaking, are keen on finding candhdates

comfortable m Enghsh language. All the competitive examimations have a compulsory testing of candidates
linguistie skills in Fnglish,

Al the ramings of defence services at cadre of officers are in Enelish, Even as on date, Enghshis regarded as
essential Tanguage of communication in the circle of defence officers.

CONCLUSION

higher education should be able 1o not only build character n the students but it should also guide people to a
much bright and rich way of hving. In given circumstances the English language 1s mostly regarded and
respected as authoritative and respectful. In light of the above tacts and scenario, an undying need ol education
in English s swrongly felt. It seems 1o be prominently prevailing in the present environment of education in
India. In near future as well, there would be no replacement for the language i the scope of present study.
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